
••• BURR &FORMAN • 

Kelli Fleming 
kfleming@burr.com 
Direct Dial: (205) 458-5429 
Direct Fax: (205) 244-5762 

July 15, 2026 

VIA EMAIL 

Ms. Emily Marsal 
Executive Director 
State Health Planning and Development Agency 
100 North Union Street, Suite 870 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
shpda.online(&,shpda.alabama.gov 

Re: Request for Determination of Non-Reviewability 
Baptist Health Walker Hospital (127-0530031) 
Walker County, Alabama 

Dear Ms. Marsal: 

420 North 20th Street 

Suite 3400 

Birmingham, AL 35203 

Office (205) 251-3000 

Fax (205) 458-5100 

BURR.COM 

This firm represents Baptist Health Walker Hospital ("Walker"), an acute care hospital located in 
Jasper, Alabama that serves patients in Walker County and surrounding areas.' Walker is the only 
licensed acute care hospital located in Walker County. Walker's defined service area is Walker 
County, Alabama. Walker is not owned by any other Alabama licensed healthcare facility and is 
operated as part of Baptist Health (a joint venture between Baptist Health System and Orlando 
Health). 

Pursuant to Alabama Certificate of Need Program Rules and Regulations ("CON Rules(s)") § 410-
1-7-.02, Walker requests a determination that providing elective therapeutic cardiac catheterization 
services in an existing cardiac catheterization laboratory, under applicable thresholds, is not 
subject to certificate of need ("CON") review under Ala. Code § 22-21-260 et. seq., and the CON 
Rules. Pursuant to CON Rule § 410-1-7-.02, a $1200.00 filing fee is being paid to the Alabama 
State Health Planning and Development Agency ("SHPDA") via the online payment portal. To 
assist with your determination, we submit the following information: 

Contact information for Walker is as follows: Baptist Health Walker Hospital, 3400 Highway 78 East, 
Jasper, Alabama 35501; Atm: Jeremy Gallman, CEO, (833) 251-9899. 
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Walker currently provides diagnostic cardiac catheterization services at its facility within its 
existing cardiac catheterization laboratory ("Cath Lab"). Walker also provides emergent 
therapeutic/interventional cardiac catheterization services within its Cath Lab. All services 
provided within the Cath Lab are provided on behalf of Walker. Walker desires to begin providing 
elective therapeutic/interventional cardiac catheterization services. The elective therapeutic 
cardiac catheterization services will be provided within Walker's existing Cath Lab. Thus, an 
additional cardiac catheterization laboratory is not being added at Walker as part of this project. 

In accordance with the 2024-2027 Alabama State Health Plan, Walker has a written transfer 
agreement with Baptist Health Princeton Hospital, which operates an existing open-heart program 
within 45 minutes by air or ground ambulance service door to door. Walker either already satisfies, 
or will ensure that it satisfies before providing any elective therapeutic cardiac catheterization 
services within its existing Cath Lab, the following criteria: 

• Walker will maintain 24 hour, 7 day a week continuous coverage by at least one 
interventional cardiologist and catheterization laboratory team for primary 
percutaneous coronary intervention ("PCI") treatment of ST elevation myocardial 
infarction; 

• Walker will participate in a recognized national registry for cardiac catheterizations 
and PCI procedures; 

• Walker will obtain informed patient consent for all elective PCI procedures, 
including an informed consent process in which it is clearly stated that Walker does 
not offer open-heart surgery and that the patient may request at any time to be 
transferred to a hospital with open-heart surgery capabilities to undergo the PCI 
procedure; 

• Walker will conduct quarterly quality review of the elective PCI services under the 
supervision of its serving interventional cardiologists; and 

• Walker will use its best efforts to perform a minimum of 200 PCI cases per year. If 
Walker performs less than 150 PCI cases per year after the second full year of 
initiating elective therapeutic cardiac catheterization services, Walker will agree to 
an independent quality review of its cardiac catheterization program by an outside 
interventional cardiologist who is a member of the American College of 
Cardiology. Walker will report a summary of such quality review confidentially to 
SHPDA. 

No new health services will be provided as a result of this project, as Walker currently provides 
cardiac catheterization services at its facility within its Cath Lab. Thus, this project does not 
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involve "new `fixed-based' cardiac catheterization services", as Walker already provides fixed-
based cardiac catheterization services. 

In connection with the entire project, the total cost of construction is anticipated to be 
approximately $0.00; the total cost for the purchase of major medical equipment is anticipated to 
be approximately $0.00; other capital costs are anticipated to be less than approximately 
$25,000.00; and new first year annual operating costs are estimated to be approximately 
$150,000.00; none of which will exceed the capital expenditure thresholds set forth in Ala. Code 
§ 22-21-263 and CON Rule § 410-1-4-.01 (as adjusted in SHPDA's Memorandum dated 
September 16, 2025). Thus, the project will be less than the capital expenditure thresholds set forth 
in Ala. Code § 22-21-263 and CON Rule § 410-1-4-.01 (as adjusted in SHPDA's Memorandum 
dated September 16, 2025). All expenditures will be incurred by Walker. 

The project will not involve the addition of inpatient beds or the conversion of beds from one 
classification to another as described in CON Rule § 410-1-4-.01. 

The project will not involve a change in ownership of Walker. 

Consequently, the proposal does not constitute a "new institutional health service" subject to CON 
Review, as the proposal does not include: 

(1) the construction, development, acquisition through lease or purchase or other 
establishment of a new health care facility or health maintenance organization; 

(2) any expenditure by or on behalf of a health care facility which, as a capital 
expenditure, exceeds the CON statutory threshold for major medical equipment, 
new annual operating costs, or any other capital expenditure by or on behalf of a 
health care facility; 

(3) any change in the existing licensed bed capacity of a health care facility; 

(4) any health service which is proposed to be offered in or through a health care 
facility which was not offered on a regular basis in or through a health care facility 
within the preceding 12-month period; or 

(5) any other reviewable event under the existing CON Rules. 
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Accordingly, based on the above, Walker requests your determination that the aforementioned 
project is not subject to CON review under Ala. Code § 22-21-260 et seq. and the CON Rules, and 
is permissible without further filings or requests to SHPDA. We appreciate your response to this 
matter, and please do not hesitate to contact us should you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Kelli Fleming 

KCF/ks 

cc: Jeremy Gallman, Walker CEO 
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Affirmation of Requesting Party: 

The undersigned, being first duly sworn, hereby make oath or affirm that he is the CEO of Baptist 
Health Walker Hospital, has knowledge of the facts in this request, and to the best of his 
information, knowledge, and belief, such facts are true and correct. 

Affiant: (SEAL) 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 1≤ day of July, 2026. 

q)/10.0da- ......ils ..,.> ..\ 
.11, .:,.....Notary Public 

\\,‘t1,0C.'1...M............ 

My Commission Expires: R zozi _::--,,r, ...-• oiAR ),. ....
F,- -1+ -.. s.—* — .,... .. c., , F...-
---;„. % Pue,v` 4..§-
----„,"•-- ......N.. .-,. .." -...........- „ 

oinifillioo 

My Commission Expires: 
February 4, 2029 sLAS 
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