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BEFORE THE STATEWIDE HEALTH COORDINATING COUNCIL  

AND THE STATE HEALTH PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

IN RE: ) 

) 

2LR HEALTHCARE HOLDINGS, LLC ) DR-159
d/b/a HEART AND VACSULAR ) 

INSTITUTE OF ALABAMA, LLC ) 

) 
) 

ORDER ON DECLARATORY RULING REQUEST 

This matter came before the Statewide Health Coordinating Council (SHCC) on a 

Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by 2LR Healthcare Holdings, LLC d/b/a Heart and Vascular 

Institute of Alabama, LLC. The petition seeks a determination from the SHCC whether the 

cardiac services section of the current Alabama State Health Plan (SHP) allows the performance 

of percutaneous coronary artery interventions (PCI) in an ambulatory surgery center (ASC). 

The SHCC finds it significant that the current SHP mandates that the Certificate of Need 

Review Board (CONRB) shall consider the recommendations of the Society for Cardiovascular 

Angiography and Intervention (SCAI), the American College of Cardiology (ACC), and the 

American Heart Association (AHA) regarding cardiac services, including the performance of 

PCI in fixed based catheterization labs in ASC’s. All these organization have published findings 

that scheduled PCIs on selected patients can be performed safely in cardiac catheterization labs 

located in ASCs. 

In 2019, with written recommendation and support from the ACC and SCAI, Medicare 

approved the performance of PCIs in cardiac catheterization labs located in ASCs. Some of the 

language in section 410-2-3-.03 of the SHP only mentions hospitals since when this section was 

written only hospitals were approved by Medicare to perform PCI in fixed based cardiac 

catheterization labs. Now that Medicare has approved PCIs to be performed in fixed based 

cardiac catheterization labs in ASCs, it is the position of the SHCC that the omission of the 

words “ambulatory surgery center” or “ASC” in these sections of the current SHP does not 

prohibit PCI from being performed in cardiac catheterization labs located in ASCs within the 

state of Alabama. 

The SHCC finds and determines that the 2020-2023 Alabama SHP and more particularly 

section 410-2-3-.03(1) authorizes the performance of PCIs in approved Alabama health care 

facilities with fixed-based cardiac catheterization labs.  
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 The SHCC defines a fixed-based cardiac catheterization lab as a nonmobile procedural 

room designed and equipped for the performance of minimally invasive cardiovascular 

interventional procedures. These procedures include, but are not limited to, PCI, diagnostic 

coronary artery angiography, implantation of cardiac rhythm devices and monitors, peripheral 

vascular interventions, maintenance of dialysis access, etc. 

 

 The SHCC declares that it is inherent in the language of the current Alabama SHP that 

the above-mentioned procedures may be performed in Medicare approved health facilities in 

Alabama with a fixed based cardiac catheterization lab(s). Currently these Medicare approved 

health facilities include Alabama hospitals and Alabama ambulatory surgery centers only. 

 

 In summary, for the reasons described above, the SHCC declares that the current 

language of the Alabama SHP permits scheduled PCIs to be performed in licensed ambulatory 

surgical centers with fixed based cardiac catheterization labs in the State of Alabama that meet 

the applicable conditions in section 410-2-3-.03 of the SHP.  

 

 

              

        __________________________ 

        Elaine H. Beech 

        Chairman 

 




